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SUBJECT: BENN VISITS NORTH SEA OIL AREAS 

INCLUDED IN SEC STATE FOR ENERGY BENN'S TWO-DAY VISIT TO OIL 
AREAS IN SCOTLAND JULY 16 - 17 WAS TEXACO'S ABERDEEN SUPPLY 
BASE. SUBSEQUENTLY, JIM BARBER, TEXACO MANAGER, TOLD ME THE 
FOLLOWING:- 

A) CUT BACK: BENN ASKED WHY TEXACO HAD CUT BACK FROM 4 TO 2 
RIGS AND WAS TOLD THAT THE COMPANY WAS SUFFERING FROM THE 
SAME BUDGET PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECTED OTHERS, INCLUDING HMG. 
HOWEVER, TEXACO CONSIDERED ITS NORTH SEA PROPERTIES THE BEST 
PROSPECTS IT HAD AND WOULD MOVE SWIFTLY TO DEVELOP PROVED FIELDS. 

B) DELAYS: WHEN BENN ASKED IF THE COMPANY HAD SUFFERED DELAYS 
FROM STRIKES, BARBER SAID "NO BUT WE'VE BEEN PRETTY SCARED." 

IT SEEMED UNFAIR FOR THE INDUSTRY TO BE TARGETED IN DISPUTES 
BETWEEN NON RELATED INTERESTS, I.E., FISHING BOAT BLOCKADE. 

BENN AGREED. 
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C) UNIONIZATION: WHEN BENN ASKED FOR THE COMPANY POSITION ON 
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UNIONS, HE WAS TOLD THAT THE COMPANY ADHERED TO ALL APPLICABLE 
UK LAWS AND REGULATIONS, THAT THE COMPANY CONSIDERED THE MATTER 
OF UNIONIZATION ONE FOR THE FREE CHOICE OF THE WORKERS 
THEMSELVES, THAT TO DATE ONLY ONE OR TWO OUT OF 78 ON A RIG 
SEEMED TO WANT UNIONIZATION, THAT THE WORST THING THAT COULD 
HAPPEN TO NORTH SEA OIL DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE TO HAVE MULTIPLE 
UNIONS INVOLVED IN OFFSHORE OPERATIONS. BENN STATED THAT HE 
HAD DISCUSSED THIS LATTER PROBLEM AT LENGTH AT THE INTER-UNION 
OFFSHORE COMMITTEE THE PREVIOUS EVENING AND ENCOUNTERED THE 
SAME REASONING, I.E., ONE UNION WAS PREFERABLE TO SEVERAL. 

D) BUY BRITISH: BENN WAS IMPRESSED BY THE FACT THAT TEXACO'S 
SMALL SHOP HAD A FULL-TIME EXPERT WHOSE ONLY JOB WAS TO SCOUT 
OUT ALL POTENTIAL UK SUPPLIERS OF OIL FIELD EQUIPMENT. TO DATE 
UK PRESSURES HAD NOT CAUSED DAMAGE (STATE 202255). BUT WERE 
GETTING MORE INTENSE. 

E) SAFETY: WHEN BENN MENTIONED HIS CONCERN OVER UNREPORTED 
ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES, HE WAS TOLD THAT TEXACO FULLY ADHERED 
TO EXISTING UK REGULATIONS REQUIRING THAT ALL ACCIDENTS, 

INJURIES AND LOST TIME TO BE REPORTED, THAT IF THESE REPORTS 
WERE NOT AVAILABLE TO THE MINISTER, TEXACO WOULD SEND HIM 
DUPLICATES. BENN SEEMED SURPRISED. 

F) IMPRESSION: BARBER WAS MOST IMPRESSED BY THE CHARM. 

BRAINS AND ABILITY OF THE NEW SEC OF STATE FOR ENERGY AND 
WONDERED HOW THESE EXCEPTIONAL TALENTS WOULD BE USED IN NORTH 
SEA DEVELOPMENT. GOOD QUESTION. 
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